
Reclaim Your Cultural Inheritance

And Indigenous Identity!

1.Reject the terms “Hispanic”, “Latino”, “Hispano” and “Indo-Hispano.”
These words describe white Europeans and their descendents - not our
people! These false identities are deliberately forced us in order to
destroy our Indigenous heritage! WE ARE NATIVE PEOPLE!

2. Reject the racist concept of ”Mestizaje.” The “Mestizo” is a foreign con-
cept used to manipulate and divide our people! We are not white!

3. Study your history! Log onto mexika.org where you will find a wealth of
information relating to our true history and cultural inheritance as
Indigenous people!

4. Form a mexika.org study circle in your community or campus! 

5. Be a vocal presence in your community or campus! Only by remaining
an outspoken thorn in the sides of our enemies can we get our message
out!

6. Organize or participate in pro-indigenous cultural and political events!

7. Print & distribute mexika.org literature and materials!

8. Actively encourage others to reclaim their Indigenous cultural inheri-
tance.

9. Reclaim your cultural inheritance by replacing you European name with
an Indigenous name!

10. Log onto mexika.org and participate in our message boards!

What You Can Do

Embracing the
Mexika
Identity

me xika.or g 
social consciousness and cultural diffusion

Do You Know Who You Are?

& CULTURE IS THE CURE
BY KURLY TLAPOYAWA

Chicano-Me xicanos!
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about mexika.org

As the original inhabitants and caretakers of this continent, we live in a
world where our Indigenous ("Native American") cultural heritage is bru-
tally attacked on a daily basis by the dominant society. Our enemies use
ignorant terms such as "Hispano", "Hispanic", "Latino" and "Indo-
Hispano" to describe us - in a deliberate attempt to deny us our
Indigenous cultural inheritance. We reject these labels as they represent
a destructive act of demographic genocide, and we proudly declare our-
selves to be a sovereign Indigenous people - collectively known as
"Anawakah" in the Indigenous language of Nawatl. Our ancestors come
from the many native nations which cared for this land prior to the inva-
sion by foreigners. We embrace our Indigenous cultural inheritance and
soundly reject the racist / divisive ideologies of mestizaje and hispanidad.

The purpose of our organization is to provide a resource for our
Anawakah people - as well as those who wish to better understand our
struggle for self-determination and liberation.  We also aim to produce
educational materials designed to advance our struggle and expose the
true nature of the imperialist "United States." Hopefully, this information
will inspire us as Anawakah to join together and actively work to reclaim
our place in this world as Native people.

IT’S TIME TO WAKE UP!



NIMEXIKA TL!!! - I AM MEXIKA TL!!
BY KURLY TLAPOYAWA

In recent years, I have noticed that many Xikano-Mexikanos appear antago-
nistic and resentful towards those who identify themselves as "Mexikah."
Instead of engaging in a meaningful discussion regarding this identity, oppo-
nents of the Mexikah identity often resort to launching slurs and insults at
those they disagree with. To the "anti-Mexikah" group, it seems that having
a different perspective or opinion than their own is somehow inherently
wrong and deserving of ridicule. I believe that these attacks stem from a
basic misunderstanding of what the Mexikah identity truly means.

In my book “We Will Rise: Rebuilding The Mexikah Nation,” Ierroneously
stated that “Mexikah is simply a way of saying “Mexikan Indian” in
Nawatl.” However, I now realize that this statement is a gross oversimplifi-
cation which ignores many cultural and historical factors. As my personal
understanding of Mexikayotl has developed, I now understand that this state-
ment was a result of my personal ignorance and reflective of a need to fur-
ther my education in these matters. The purpose of this essay is to contribute
to this development and hopefully create a better understanding of
Mexikayotl and the Mexikah identity as it relates to the Xikano-Mexikano
people.

Historically speaking, the Mexikah identity is relatively young. It wasn't until
after leaving Aztlan in the year Ze Tekpatl (1064 AD) that the followers of
Mexihtli-Witzilopochtli adopted the name "Mexikah" in order to identify
themselves as the followers of Mexihtli. Strictly speaking, the Mexikah iden-
tity is not restricted to any specific Indigenous ethnic group or pueblo - his-
tory shows this much to be true. The term is used to describe those who have
chosen to follow a specific path. It is this path, known as Mexikayotl ("the
essence of being Mexikah") which the people of Mexihtli have dedicated
themselves to following. Just as a follower of Zapata is a Zapatista and a fol-
lower of Magon is a Magonista, a follower of Mexihtli is a Mexikah.

There are even those who mistakenly believe that the struggle of Mexikayotl
somehow started in the United States with organizations such as Mexika.org
and Mexica Movement, and that those who refer to themselves as Mexikah
are restricted to these two organizations. Of course, nothing could be further
from the truth. The Mexikah identity experienced a widespread resurgence in
Mexico when archaeologist Eulalia Guzman discovered the location of
Kuauhtemok’s remains in 1949. The discovery of Kuauhtemok’s tomb,

these things are only the beginning. But in order for any movement to grow
and be prosperous, the seeds must first be planted and tended to.

What good is a large population base if all we do is act and think as Amerika
has trained us to? Why would any of our people desire sovereignty when they
don’t even know their own history? Why should our people care about fight-
ing for cultural preservation when they don’t even know they are
Indigenous? After all, we have it pretty good here, feeding off the fat creat-
ed by this beast we live in. The fact of the matter is, most of our people are
loyal Amerikans who consider themselves “Hispanic/Latinos,” and who
would leap up to defend this nation against any type of threat. The only way
our people will ever wake up to the truth is through constant consciousness
raising efforts and direct action on our part. Only when we have reclaimed
our Ixachilankah identities can we ever hope (or desire) to achieve sovereign-
ty.

Mexikayotl provides us with a way to be energetically, mentally, physically
and emotionally healthy. By participating in the struggle of Mexikayotl - we
are undoing the dehumanization suffered by our people over the past 500+
years. This is what Amerika fears. They do not fear armed confrontations or
youthful delusions of revolutionary grandeur. They fear that we will one day
re-discover who we truly are and arise to take our rightful place on this plan-
et. They fear our cultural heritage, which is why they have made every effort
to destroy it - and what they cannot directly destroy they cheaply package,
market and sell right back to us.

So remember, it's not about wanting to “go back in time” in order to “live in
the past.” It's about whether or not we are ready to reclaim what is rightfully
ours in order to take our people into the future.

Tiyaweh Nochantlakah!

http://www.mexika.org 
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our people in Mexiko. By endorsing the idea that our cultural heritage is less
important than “making it” in this society, our people have become advocates
of imperialism and white supremacy - whether they know it or not.

There is a very specific reason why our culture has been devalued as some-
thing “old” and “worthless” by Amerikan society. It is because our culture is
the CURE for the Amerikan disease - the antithesis of everything this nation
stands for. And before we are branded “cultural Nationalists” by knee-jerk
reactionaries, let’s clarify exactly what Mexikayotl is. Mexikayotl is a living
philosophy - a system of living which is entirely and uniquely OURS.
Mexikayotl represents our traditional agriculture, clothing, art, education,
social organization, communal labor (Tekiyotl), sexual equality, collective
decision making (Tlahtokan), ceremonies, cosmology, languages, etc... It is
also the morals and values which were passed down to us by our ancestors
which shape how we view the world around us. Mexikayotl is our collective
cultural inheritance as the followers of Mexihtli-Witzilopochtli.

We don’t need socialism, capitalism, anarchism or communism - we have
Mexikayotl. We don’t need Roberts Rules of Order or two party political sys-
tems - we have Mexikayotl. We don’t need the shallow values and misguid-
ed ideals of the “Hispanic/latino” agenda - we have Mexikayotl. We don't
need white-dominated feminist movements - we have Mexikayotl. Basically,
we don’t need Amerika or its corrupt institutions and imported religions - we
have Mexikayotl. It's truly no wonder why they fear our people so much - we
are living proof that this land is not theirs. Our mere existence is a threat to
the well-being of this nation, which is exactly why they try so desperately to
erase our knowledge of who we are and turn us into complacent
“Hispanic/Latinos.”

In his book Anahuac 2000, author Tlacatzin Stivalet outlines how we can
maintain a complete, independent government based on the principles of
Mexikayotl. In doing so, Stivalet has provided us with a clear objective - a
concrete vision of the society which we seek to create. The beauty of it is, we
don’t need to sit around and wait for some armed revolution to save us,
Mexikayotl IS our revolution - a revolution in which all of our people have
the ability to participate. And it doesn’t take much: changing our names to
Ixachilankah names, participating in ceremony, learning our history, eating
better, respecting women, children and elders, wearing traditional clothes,
shunning false labels and religions, planting a garden, learning an Indigenous
language, these are all powerful ways to begin. All of these things are bold
cultural statements - acts of revolution against mainstream society. Of course,

which had been concealed by Spanish priests at the XVI century Santa Maria
de la Asuncion Church in Ixcateopan, Guerrero provided the needed spark
for the revitalization of the Mexikah identity.

It was Kuauhtemok who served as the last Tlahtoani (“speaker”) of Mexiko-
Tenochtitlan, leading the final defense of the city against the Spanish
invaders in 1521. Shortly before the fall of Tenochtitlan, Kuauhtemok issued
a mandate for future generations of Anawakah, calling upon all of us to pre-
serve and guard our traditions and history. This mandate has become the cor-
nerstone and rallying cry of the Mexikah identity. Enslaved after the fall of
Tenochtitlan, Kuauhtemok was put to death by order of Hernan Cortez in
February 28, 1525. 

It is my assertion that by claiming a Mexikah identity, you are not rejecting
your Raramuri, Tlaxkalteka or Otomi ethnic heritage. Instead, you are
embracing a living philosophy which represents our collective cultural her-
itage as Anawakah people. Whereas philosophies such as Mestizaje,
Hispanidad, and Raza Cosmica seek to eliminate and reject our Indigenous
cultural heritage, Mexikayotl and Anawakayotl are philosophies which
embrace this heritage and actively promote our decolonization as Indigenous
people.

I think the fact that the Mexikah identity does not pertain to a specific ethnic
group can be made clear by examining the following question: were the fol-
lowers of Zapata (Zapatistas) all ethnic Tlahuica from the pueblo of
Anenecuilco? Of course, the answer is no. The Zapatistas were comprised of
Indigenous people from various pueblos and ethnic groups. One might argue
that to be a "true" Zapatista you had to follow Zapata himself, and since he
is no longer present in physical form, you cannot be a Zapatista. Such "logic"
is merely an attempt to discredit the present day Zapatistas - who themselves
come from various Indigenous pueblos. Likewise, the followers of Mexihtli
(Mexikah) are Indigenous people who come from various pueblos and ethnic
groups - just as they did in the past. It is our common desire to unite as
Anawakah and struggle for the liberation of our people which draws us to the
Mexikah cause and the struggle of Mexikayotl. Just as the Zapatistas are
made up of various Indigenous pueblos struggling under the unifying banner
of Zapatismo, the Mexikah are made up of various Indigenous pueblos strug-
gling under the unifying banner of Mexikayotl.

History shows us that since the very beginning, the Mexikah were a multi-
ethnic coalition united by their common vision. After all, it was eight distinct
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pueblos who initially participated in the migration from Aztlan, guided by
Mexihtli-Witzilopochtli. In fact, if you were to visit the Zocalo in Mexiko-
Tenochtitlan on any given weekend, you could see for yourself as Totonako,
Mixteka, Chontal, Purepecha, Tlaxkaltekah and others gather as a united
Mexikah front. This beautiful display of Indigenous unity is proof that the
followers of Mexihtli remain a multi-ethnic Indigenous nation to this day.
There are those who think that by promoting Mexikayotl as a unifying move-
ment, we are attempting to “assimilate” distinct Indigenous ethnic groups
into a generic “Mexikah” mold. A sort of “brown melting pot” if you will.
This, of course, is entirely wrong. Mexikah exists as an identity for those
who wish to embrace it - nobody is being forced to identify as Mexikah. Nor
is anyone expected to reject or supplant their ethnic pueblo with another.
Mexikayotl is a proud declaration that we will back eachother up as
Indigenous people. It is a means by which we can come together to defend
the sovereignty of Indigenous people as a unified force.

One could argue against this I suppose, but the fact remains that individuals
already exist who speak their pueblo’s language, practice their pueblo’s tra-
ditions and retain the identity of their specific ethnic group - yet they also
happen to identify as Mexikah and actively participate in Mexikayotl. This is
a fact. It is already happening and is working quite well. No assimilation or
loss of sovereignty has resulted from participating in Mexikayotl. Those who
continue to intellectualize and argue against this fact are fighting an uphill
battle of trying to prove something wrong which has already been proven
correct. In fact, they are creating the very division which they claim
Mexikayotl would be responsible for.

Mexikayotl is a multi-ethnic Indigenous philosophy which actively promotes
the collective cultural heritage of Anawak as a true alternative to the colonial-
ist occupation of our traditional lands. Mexikayotl provides a complete alter-
native to the repressive conditions we currently live under in the United
States and throughout occupied Anawak. Since Mexikayotl promotes the col-
lective cultural heritage of Anawak, it serves as a complete and viable sys-
tem of economics, communal labor, collective decision making, education,
warfare, science, cosmology, arts, food, and law. It is a complete social sys-
tem based on equality and respect which was developed through the great-
ness of OUR ancestors and which reflects OUR cultural heritage. Mexikayotl
eliminates the need to attach ourselves to foreign concepts and ideologies
such as marxism, socialism, anarchism, and feminism - no matter how "rev-
olutionary" they may claim to be.

What we seek is not a formalized re-hashing of our past, but a continuation
of our Indigenous cultural heritage. Mexikayotl is not about going “back in
time” and staying there. It's about reclaiming what was stolen from us and
keeping it alive for our future generations. Simply put, we just want to be
who we are. Keeping our traditions alive as a part of our daily existence is
not “living in the past,” it is maintaining who we are as Ixachilankah. How
cultural maintenance ever got confused with “going back in time” is beyond
us. If this were the case, then every single civilization which has maintained
their language, religion, identity, social structure, etc. is “living in the past.”

We're not saying we want to stop using computers, or cars or technology of
any kind, or that we can only live in houses without carpeting or electricity.
Technology is only a tool, it’s how we use it which determines its nature.
What we are saying is that we want to preserve those aspects of our culture
that are valuable to us as a community and that put us in a better position to
be sovereign and less reliant on corporate domination. Use less gas, use solar
energy, eat healtheir, buy clothing from collectives that pay their workers
decent wages, etc... Using simple methods such as these, we can reduce our
impact on our sacred mother. We know that we will never eliminate our
impact completely, but neither did our ancestors. The difference is, our
ancestors sought balance and harmony with nature, whereas Amerikan soci-
ety seeks domination and mass consumption.

It doesn’t help that the dominant society teaches us that preserving our
Ixachilankah cultural inheritance is backwards and ignorant. Amerikan
schools have conditioned us to assimilate into this so-called “modern and
advanced” world and give up everything which makes us unique. The less we
question white authority, the better off our positions in this society will be.
This of course, is the exact opposite of what we should want - yet it is exact-
ly how many of our own people think.

We happen to believe that Amerikan society is a cancer on this earth - a mon-
strous mixture of imperialism, Christianity and capitalism which feeds off
the oppression and misery of others. Amerikan society has managed to infect
the minds, bodies, and essence of our people with garbage, and the results
have been disastrous. It has taught us to despise cultural traits which are
uniquely ours, even driving us to hate things which our ancestors held sacred.
Today, many of our people will scoff at the idea of growing our own food,
revitalizing our languages, wearing traditional clothes, participating in cere-
monies, etc. They have been duped by Amerikan society to hate being
Indigenous, much as the Mexikan government has manipulated the minds of
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them into the "national culture." Author Jorge Alejandro Ovando Sanz wrote
in his book "Indigenismo" that "Indigenismo is the theory of members of the
Latin American oligarchy to stop and repress the indigenous peoples' libera-
tion movement." This sentiment is echoed by Indigenous delegates gathered
at the Second Conference of Indian Nations and Organizations of South
America in Tiwanaku, Bolivia, in 1983. Those at the conference stated that
"Indigenismo must be rejected because it corresponds to the ideology of
oppression." While Indigenismo stems from a racist non-Native perspective,
Mexikayotl remains a movement which comes FROM Indigenous people
and which serves the best interests OF Indigenous people in regards to decol-
onization and liberation.

It is my belief that by engaging in the struggle of Mexikayotl, we can undo
the destructive effects of imperialism and racism, and work towards a socie-
ty based on freedom, equality and respect. A society in which we can live
with dignity and honor - where our cultural heritage is reflected in every
aspect of our daily lives. It is this very struggle which I have dedicated
myself to, and it is for this reason that I proudly declare: Nimexikatl!!! I am
Mexikatl!!!

CULTURE IS THE CURE
BY ILWIXOCHITL & KURL Y TLAPOYAWA

Every now and then, we come across people who truly believe that the strug-
gle of Mexikayotl (Meh-Shee-Kah-Yot) is somehow trying to “go back in
time.” Apart from being physically impossible, the concept of “going back in
time” has absolutely NOTHING to do with our struggle for self-determina-
tion and sovereignty. Our struggle is about securing a better future for our
people. Our struggle is based on progression, not regression.

This confusion is obviously the result of a lack of information - these folks
simply don’t know any better. As a result, they either repeat what others have
told them, or they make up stories which satisfy their misguided assump-
tions. In any case, they are greatly mistaken. By saying we are trying to “go
back in time,” these individuals are attempting to trivialize and mock a very
serious and powerful movement. The thought of Xikano-Mexikanos emerg-
ing as a proud and vibrant Indigenous nation scares them - so they do their
best to down-play its significance. The saddest part is that many of these peo-
ple are Xikano-Mexikanos themselves - even though they identify as
“Hispanic/Latinos.”

Mexikayotl serves as a powerful tool of decolonization and empowerment,
as it allows those who do not know which specific pueblo they come from to
embrace an Indigenous identity and partake in the struggle for our land, lib-
erty and cultural survival. Unfortunately, many of our people have been dis-
connected from their Anawakah cultural heritage as a result of 500+ years of
imperialism and racism. The Mexikah identity provides a way of escaping
this condition. Like "Zapatista," it is a term which carries profound signifi-
cance. Also, those who follow Mexikayotl do not look down upon those
Indigenous people who may be of mixed biological background. The concept
of “Mestizaje” and the “Mestizo” are inventions of European imperialists
who sought a way to divide the Indigenous people of Anawak and play us
against eachother. Mexikayotl soundly rejects this paternalistic and divisive
tool of internal colonization.

It is often said that "it does not matter what terms we use to call ourselves,
since they are only labels." This is perhaps the weakest argument one could
make, as it displays a high level of historical and societal ignorance.
Obviously, there is a deep rooted psychological connection between what a
person is called and their self-image. What we choose to call ourselves mat-
ters a great deal - labels carry deep meaning when associated with identity. 

Unfortunately, many of our people have chosen to base their cultural identi-
ties on the Spanish language rather than their Indigenous heritage. They will
proudly exclaim "I am Spanish!" because they think that speaking a certain
language is reflective of their ethnicity. In the case of colonialist languages
such as Spanish, nothing could be further from the truth. (Imagine American
blacks declaring themselves to be English simply because they speak
English). To be fair, it's not entirely our people's fault that this way of think-
ing continues to permeate our communities. After all, the methods of colo-
nialism and demographic genocide employed by the invaders of these lands
have distorted how we view ourselves and retarded our growth as a cohesive
Indigenous people. The labels "Hispanic," “Latino," "Hispano" and “Indo-
Hispano” were created and forced upon our people as a means of manipulat-
ing us into rejecting our Indigenous heritage and identifying as foreigners -
even in our own traditional lands.

It should be noted that Mexikayotl and the Mexikah identity are not to be
confused with Indigenismo. In fact, Mexikayotl is the ultimate rejection of
Indigenismo. Initiated in the early twentieth Century in Mexico, Indigenismo
is an oppressive ideology led by paternalistic non-Natives who desire to
"improve" the lives of their countries' Indigenous people by assimilating
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